Psalms 84-89
Psalm 84 is a psalm in praise of God’s house and those who to there. The man who goes to church receives strength. It is a preparation psalm for what follows. 

Psalm 85. The church goer experiences God’s forgiveness. This is where loving-kindness and truth meet; where God’s righteousness and peace kiss. Loving-kindness and truth provide a theme for the rest of the psalms in this section.

David prays in Psalm 86 for forgiveness on the basis of God’s loving-kindness. God’s loving-kindness is great in that God ahs delivered his soul from death. God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in loving-kindness and truth. 
In the future, the Most High will again establish Jerusalem. This hope for a renewed Israel and a rebuilt Jerusalem inspires Psalm 87.

The praise for future Jerusalem raises a cry from the pit of despair in Psalm 88.

Psalm 89. This cry is answered in the seed of David which God – in certain loving-kindness – will establish forever. God will make Him His first-born, the highest of the kings of the earth. God’s loving-kindness will keep Him forever.

Sermon

Grace and truth meet together; righteousness and peace kiss one another. 

With beautiful imagery, Korah has described the fondest hope of his heart. The truth of the matter is this: Jerusalem is in ruins; the temple is a smoldering heap of ash, the people have been herded like cattle to a country hundreds of miles from their home. That’s the plain truth. And the truth behind this truth is this: Israel has failed to keep God’s Law, to be righteous. As a consequence, war, famine, defeat, and captivity have descended upon them.
“Will You be angry forever? Will You not Yourself revive us again?” anguishes Korah. Followed by this plea: “Show us Your loving-kindness, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation.” (85.5-6)

How can God do that? How can He bulldoze His truth for the sake of mercy? How can He ignore His demand for lives of compassion and justice, integrity and obedience so that we might have peace? 
How can God ignore people whose greed supersedes concern for the hungry, the homeless, the heart broken? Let’s admit it. We love money! How can God be blind to a culture where looking at the wrong stuff or sleeping in the wrong bed is simply winked at. Be honest! We have allowed lust to control our lives. How can God forgive people who so easily get frustrated with life and allow that frustration to erupt in anger? For Jesus says, Murder is terrible; but calling someone a blockhead is worthy of going to hell.   
Yet Korah says, “Loving-kindness and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.” (85.10)  
How can this happen? The cross.

Go to the cross. See the truth of sin. It is terrible. Don’t do what some Christian churches have done. They allow forgiveness to make sin not sin. The cross never does that. Sin is serious. Jesus didn’t just get sick. He died. Sin demanded death. Jesus died for you. 

“O LORD, why do You reject me? Why do You hide Your face from me?” This is how Korah felt. (88.14) This is how Jesus felt on the cross. This is how I feel. I feel rejected. My sin separates me from God. 
Yet, “You, O Lord, are a merciful and gracious God, abundant in loving-kindness.” (86.15)

Read the Gospel of John this week. Let God’s mercy and grace flow into your heart and change your life. “For God did not send His Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him.” (John 3.17) I need Jesus. I need forgiveness. I need being saved. Jesus says, “I came that they might have LIFE and have it abundantly.” (John 10.10)
