Psalms 8-10
Notes 

Psalm 8 may be called the Song of the Astronomer. There is much in the night sky to lift the soul to pious contemplation. That moon, and these stars, what are they? They are detached from the world, and they lift us above it. We rise in lofty abstraction from this little theater of human passions and human anxieties. 
The first and last verses of Psalm 8 are a sweet song of admiration, in which the excellence of the name of God is extolled. The intermediate verses are made up of holy wonder at the Lord’s greatness in creation, and at his condescension towards man. 
This Psalm speaks of man in general, and of the honor which God puts upon him in his creation; which honor is only realized, after the Fall, in the Man Christ Jesus. The answer to the question ‘What is man?’ is expounded in the New Testament as carrying implications which only the incarnation, death and reign of Christ are big enough to satisfy. 
What a contrast between the glories in the heavens above and the prattling babble of babes; yet, both declare the excellence of God’s name. (Ps 8.1-2) The God whose glory fills the earth is our Lord. His praise is chanted on high, yet acceptably echoed from the cradle and the nursery. 
A survey of the solar system has a tendency to moderate the pride of man and to promote humility. (Ps. 8.3) Still, man is the crown of God’s creation, imbued with the glory of  his pre-eminent position, now lost, and only restored in Christ.
Psalms 9 & 10 are combined as one psalm in the Septuagint and Vulgate. Psalms 9 & 10 together form an acrostic psalm, indicating, they may originally have composed one psalm. 

Psalm 9 is, from verses 1 to 6, a song of jubilant thanksgiving; from 7 to 12, there is a continual declaration of faith as to the future. Past tenses are used with regard to future events as an indication of faith’s certainty. Prayer closes the first great division of the Psalm in verses 13 and 14. The second portion is parallel in all its parts to the first portion, and is a sort of rehearsal of it. 
God’s wonders are recalled and praised: He is a stronghold for the oppressed; He does not forget the cry of the afflicted; He has executed judgment on the wicked. Man, who was so highly extolled in Psalm 8, now seeks a gracious God in his affliction. And the nations, before God, are but men. 
In Psalm 10, the first verse, invokes the interposition of God for the deliverance of his poor and persecuted people. From verses 2 to 11, the character of the oppressor is described in powerful language. In verse 12, the cry of the first verse bursts forth again, but with clearer utterance. In the next place (verses 13-15), God’s eye is clearly beheld as regarding the cruel deeds of the wicked; and as a consequence of divine omniscience the ultimate judgment of the oppressed is joyously anticipated (verses 16-18). It is the arrogance of man, adding God-ward insult man-ward injury that dominates this account of him. 
It is not trouble, but the hiding of our Father’s face which cuts us to the quick. (Ps 10.1) The wicked, with an inflated opinion of themselves, take advantage of God’s seeming absence. (Ps 10.3-4) For them, God’s hiding of His face emboldens their brash abuse of the afflicted. (Ps 10.9-11) But the LORD is a gracious and powerful King. He hears the heart desire of the humble. He vindicates the orphan and the oppressed. (Ps 10.16-18)
Sermon

Let us view Psalms 8 – 9 – 10 as a 4-part play. 

Act 1: Have you ever contemplated the night sky? The moon, the stars, the vast expanse of the space? It makes me feel small, insignificant. Who am I, one tiny speck amongst billions of tiny specks in an unbelievably vast universe? 
Act 2: According to Psalm 8, I am not an insignificant speck, but I am the crown of creation; the very one for whom all this was created. I am the pinnacle, the high point of creation. I have been created in the image and likeness of God, just a touch below the angels. Wow!
Act 3: But, wouldn’t you know it, the devil has thrown a wrench in the works? He introduces me to pride. God’s high calling and purpose for me has been twisted into self-promotion and foolish presumption. I was appointed to rule over the works of God’s hands. Well, how is that working out? I abuse creation, including other people for the sake of my own selfish desires. In fact, I boast of my desires (Ps 10.3) and bulldoze whatever and whoever, including God, for my own selfish ends 
Sad. Ironic. Pathetic. Choose a word. Created to serve as God’s hands in His creation; I serve myself and use other people to that end. I am creation’s highest point. I am creation’s lowest point. Created to serve God’s purpose; I serve myself. 
Act 4: The book of Hebrews rightly sees Jesus in Psalm 8. First of all, the phrase “son of man” is Jesus’ favorite title for Himself. New Testament Christians’ ears always perk up when we hear “son of man.” But more importantly, Christians saw Jesus as the One who restores us to our intended position and purpose. 

Iraeneus (125-202 AD) was one of the truly great early Church thinkers. He saw the whole Bible as a story of how man lost his creation purpose – to have LIFE - and how that purpose was restored in Jesus. For Jesus, the true Son of Man – restores us to our rightful place and purpose by defeating death. The book of Hebrews explains this briefly and beautifully. The devil uses death to enslave us in a fearful existence. Afraid of dying, we run around like crazy people buying and doing everything that promises us life. Irenaeus says, we have lost our head. Ever seen a chicken that has lost its head? You name it – alcohol, drugs, sex, pornography, possessions, whatever – if it promises us life, we run around like crazy seeking to secure it.    

Listen to Jesus’ words: “I have come that they may have LIFE and have it in abundance.” Church is not about stealing your fun and making your life less than it could be. The message of the Church – Christ and Him crucified – is about freeing you from the fear of death and giving you LIFE, LIFE in abundance, LIFE that is full and free. 
