Psalms 74-83
Psalm 74 recounts the destruction of the Temple and the desolations that followed the Babylonian conquest. “They have burned Your sanctuary to the ground. There is no longer any prophet.” Asaph recalls God’s wondrous works in creation and appeals to the covenant in order to precipitate God’s action on behalf of the oppressed and the afflicted.
In Psalm 75, Asaph gives thanks that God is a Judge who cuts off the horns of the wicked and lifts up the horns of the righteous. 

God is resplendent and majestic, arising to judgment, according to Psalm 76.
A song of grief sounds in Psalm 77. Asaph remembers the wonders of old, how God redeemed His people, leading them like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

Psalm 78 recounts Israel’s unfaithfulness and rebellion. They tempted God in the wilderness. The northern kingdom tempted and rebelled against the Most High God. God gave up their strength to captivity. He chose the tribe of Judah and chose David His servant to shepherd His people.  
“O God, the nations have invaded Your inheritance,” Psalm 79 laments. “Do not remember the iniquities of our forefathers against us; let Your compassion come quickly to meet us,” the psalmist prays. 
“Shepherd of Israel,” pleads Psalm 80, “come and save us! Cause Your face to shine on us.” Psalm 80 uses Messianic language When it asks God to support “the man of Your right hand, the Son of Man whom You make strong.” 

Psalm 81 is a psalm of thanksgiving for God’s past deliverance from Egypt as an assurance of future deliverance if they will turn and walk in God’s ways.

Another plea for God’s judgment (see Psalm 75) is found in Psalm 82.

Psalm 83 concludes this section with another plea for judgment. May the nations be ashamed when God acts and be dishonored so that they seek Him.  
Sermon

In Psalm 73, Asaph questioned why, in his lifetime, the wicked prosper and the pure in heart are stricken and chastened. The answer to Asaph’s question was acquired through viewing life from a bigger perspective. This life is not all there is; it is only a prelude to LIFE in heaven. The wicked will be cast down to destruction while the righteous are received into eternal glory.
Now, in Psalms 74-83, Asaph looks at the movement of history and questions what God is doing; how He is accomplishing His plan. Asaph writes at the end of Old Testament history and God’s plan seems to have run amok. 
God has come as a judge and brought the nation of Israel to an end. The Temple has been destroyed. (74.7) Fire devoured the young men. The young women had no wedding songs. His priests fell by the sword. His widows could not weep. (78.63-64) The dead bodies of God’s servants have been given to the vultures; the godly ones to the jackals. Their blood was poured out like water round about Jerusalem (79.2-3)
Asaph feels as if God has rejected His people. (74.1; 77.7; 79.5) He is so troubled he cannot speak. (77.4) Why would God do such a thing? They were stubborn and rebellious like their fathers. (78.8) They did not keep the covenant of God and refused to walk in His Law. (78.10)They did not believe in God and did not trust His salvation (78.22) Israel did not listen to God’s voice; and they did not obey God, so He gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart. (81.11-12)
Asaph remembers God’s redemption and rescue of Israel from Egypt. You are a God who works wonders. By Your power You redeemed Your people. (77.15) You lead Your people like a flock, by the hand of Moses and Aaron. He led forth His own people like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. He led them safely, so that they did not fear; but the sea engulfed their enemies. (78.52-53)
In view of that he pleads for a new redemption and rescue. Do not forget the life of Your afflicted forever. (74.20) Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name; and deliver us, and forgive our sins for Your name’s sake. (79.9) Come and save us! Cause Your face to shine upon us, and we will be saved. (80.2-3) O Lord God of hosts, restore us; cause Your face to shine upon us, and we will be saved. (80.19)

When and how will God do this? Psalm 80 is a magnificent psalm, mixing old pictures with new promises. God took His vine from Egypt and planted it in a land emptied of enemies. Then He allowed the nations to devour it. God will come and again take care of His vine, the shoot which His right hand planted AND the Son whom He has strengthened. The son in the Old Testament often refers to God’s people, Israel. Here the son and the vine are synonymous. But then the son becomes one person, the Son of Man, the Son of His right hand. “Let Your hand be upon the Man of Your right hand, upon the Son of Man whom You made strong for Yourself.” (80:17) 
Jesus says, “I am the Vine; you are the branches.” (John 15:1)
God has a plan that spans hundreds, even thousands of years. If at such a low point in Asaph’s life, God was accomplishing His magnificent plan; imagine what he is doing in your life when you feel down. 
