Psalms 70 – 72
In Psalm 70, David begs: O God, hurry up and deliver me; O LORD, quick – be my help! David admits he is afflicted and needy and prays for God’s help post haste.

Psalm 71 is similar: O my God, hurry up to help me! The psalmist acknowledges that God is his refuge and that God is his hope. But the same plaintive pleas for immediate deliverance and help sound throughout. 

Psalm 72 is one of only two psalms penned by Solomon. Solomon speaks of the king’s son who will rule from sea to sea, even to the ends of the earth. All nations will serve him. He will deliver the needy when he cries for help, the afflicted also, and him who has no helper. He will have compassion on the poor and needy, and the lives of the needy he will save. In verse 17, we hear one of the major themes of the Old Testament: May his name endure forever; may his name increase as long as the sun shines; and let men be blessed by him. This is the continuation and completion of the seminal promise given to Abraham: In your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed. (Genesis 22:18) The promise to Abraham is based upon Genesis 3:15: I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall crush your head, and you shall bruise him o the heel. And Abraham’s promise is the basis for the promise to King David: I will raise up your seed after you and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. (2 Samuel 7:12-13) 
Sermon

Have you ever needed God’s help? Not tomorrow. Not even an hour from now. This instant. In this moment of pain and hurt.

The Book of Psalms knows how you feel. Hurry up, O God, deliver me! Quick, O LORD, help me! O my God, hurry and help me! (70:1; 71:12)
How and where and when does God come to help? Psalm 72 gives us the answer to these questions.

Psalm 72 is a major psalm in the Book of Psalms. Psalm 72 is a chief chapter in the whole Old Testament. 

A little history. When Satan defeats Adam and Eve and death enters the landscape of life, God says to Satan: I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your seed and her seed. Her seed will crush your head and be bruised in the process. Ah, some day a son of a woman will come and defeat Satan and destroy death.
Then we hear that in Abraham all the nations of the earth will be blessed. (Genesis 12:3); specifically that in his seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed. (Genesis 22:18). So now the son of the woman will be the son of a Jewish woman.

Next David is told: I will raise up your seed after you and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. The seed of a Jewish woman will be a son of David. 

Psalm 72 promises a king, a son of David, who will rule from sea to sea, even to the ends of the earth. He will deliver the needy when he cries for help, the afflicted also, and him who has no helper. He will have compassion on the poor and needy, and the lives of the needy he will save. (72:12-13)

Moreover, the Psalm prays: May his name endure forever; may his name increase as long as the sun shines; and let men be blessed by him. (72:17)

Are you hurting? Jesus cares and is compassionate. He delivers the needy when he cries for help; the afflicted and the one who has no helper. Think of Blind Bartimaeus on the Jericho road. Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! This blind man knew Psalm 72 and he was helped. More than simply receiving his sight. Jesus says, Your faith has saved you. (Mark 10:52)  

Jesus came to help. He has crushed Satan’s head and brought life to life. He was hurt in the battle with Satan. This is the cross.

Come to Jesus. Come to the cross. He took our hurts, our sin, our shame upon Himself. He says, Come, all you who are weary and worn out, and I will give you rest! (Matthew 11:28)
