Psalms 64 – 69
David begins this series of psalms with a plea that god would preserve his life from the dread of his enemy. Man, at his best and worst, contains a reservoir of deep thoughts in his heart. However, God is in charge and men stand in fearful awe of the works of God.

Psalm 65 reminds us that God does awesome deeds. He stills the roaring of the seas and the tumult of the peoples. These awesome accomplishments are mirrored in Matthew 8 when, in succession, Jesus stills the tumultuous sea of Galilee and then quiets the restlessness of the demon possessed men. We can only stand in awe as God does His daily work of sunrise and sunset. But, even more significant are the forgiveness of our transgressions. 
How awesome are Your works! announces Psalm 66. We are invited to come and hear of the awesome things God ahs done for the psalmist’s soul, hearing his prayer and showing loving-kindness. 

We are invited to praise God for His grace and presence in Psalm 67. 
Psalm 68 reminds us, for all His awesome deeds in creation, God is primarily a God of deliverances to whom belong escapes from death. Indeed, Jesus has ascended on high, leading captive the power of death. God is awesome in worship as He gives strength and power to people. 

Psalm 69 may seem out of place. We hear David’s plaintive cry for salvation in the midst of his enemies who reproach him and give him vinegar to drink in spite of his ardent zeal for God’s house. However, God’s most awesome accomplishment takes place through the greater Son of David who experiences the pain of the hatred and reproach of the religious leaders of Jerusalem and, in that very moment, defeats all powers that oppose us. 

Sermon

How awesome are Your works, O God! You still the roaring of the sea and quiet the tumult of people. (Psalm 65:6)
A storm sweeps across Lake Galilee. The situation is more than the disciples can handle. Meanwhile, Jesus is asleep. 

Jesus calms the violent sea with a few words: “Hush! Be still!” Like a parent gently quieting a rambunctious child, Jesus stills the roaring of the sea.

What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey Him? Do you know anyone who can tell a storm to knock it off?
But best part of the story comes next. Jesus is confronted by two demon-possessed men living in a cemetery. They are so violent no one dares come near them. A violent sea is nothing compared to the violence of be-deviled men. With one word– “Go!” – Jesus sends the demons into a herd of pigs. The pigs then commit sooie-cide by running into the sea. 
Reading Psalms 64-69, there is an emphasis on God’s awesome works. These works alternates between God’s works in His creation and God’s works with people. Many readers focus on God’s awesome works in creation. For me, the awesomeness of a sunrise or sunset, though totally awesome, pales in comparison to God’s awesome work calming the restless wildness of people like me.

Isn’t life interesting??!! I am in Oregon and I think about being in Iowa. I am in Iowa and I wish I was in Oregon. There is a restlessness about life. We are never truly content. Nothing seems to really satisfy.  
Come and hear, and I will tell of what God has done for my soul. (66:16) As for our transgressions, You forgive them. (65:3) He has not turned away my prayer nor His loving-kindness from me. (66:20) Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, the God who is our salvation. God is to us a God of deliverances; and to God the Lord belong escapes from death. (68:19-20) Defeating death, God will shatter the head of His enemies. (68:21)
Only God’s loving-kindness, His ready ear, His gracious forgiveness, and His deliverance from death give me any peace, calm, and contentment. 

How does God do all this? This is why Psalm 69 is part of this group of psalms. The editors of the book of Psalms strongly believed that God would accomplish all this through the Suffering Servant, the coming greater Son of David. Remember, they had Isaiah 53 in hand and used that as a blueprint as to how God would bring forgiveness, life, salvation, and escape from death to His people.

Talk about awesome. At the cross, God has calmed my restlessness. 
