Psalms 53-58
Psalm 53 repeats Psalm 14, almost word for word. The evil nature of those who deny God is brought before us a second time. Perhaps David is repeating his verdict on godless man’s condition in his old age which he first noticed in his youth. I feel the editors of the book of Psalms have used this Psalm in two different ways. Its purpose in its first instance was to contrast to provide a contrast with the righteous man of Psalm 15. Here it introduces a series of psalms that address the evil of David’s enemies and his plea for God’s judgment on them – which culminates in the harsh petitions for vengeance upon those enemies in Psalm 58.

Psalm 54 is David’s cry for salvation and vindication against the violent men who seek his life. David assuredly asserts that God has delivered him and brought judgment on his enemies.

Psalm 55 explores David’s inner turmoil in the face of a friend who has turned against him. David is confident that casting his burden of anxiety upon the LORD will bring relief.

Psalm 56 was written after being seized in Goliath’s home town, Gath. Yet he courageously states: What can man do to me?
In Psalm 57 David laments that his soul is among lions and in Psalm 58 David asks God to break out the fangs of the young lions. 

Sermon

Psalm 58 is one of the harshest psalms in the whole Book of Psalms. No one I know of embraces Psalm 58 as their favorite. It a vengeance psalm following a series of psalms (53-57) that speak of the foolishness and wickedness of men who deny God and attack His king. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer preaches a sermon on Psalm 58 wherein he states that this Psalm is the key to understanding the whole Book of Psalms as the Book of Christ. 

First of all, Bonhoeffer sees Jesus as the greater Son of David who can speak these psalms as surely as David did. 

Jesus knew men’s hearts. He experienced the capriciousness and the cruelty of people. David’s observation of the human condition could be Jesus’ words: “There is no one who does good. No one understands or seeks after God. Every one has turned aside; together they have become corrupt. There is no one who does good, not even one.” (53:1 & 3)
Think of Jesus at His trial: All day long they distort my words; all their thoughts are against me for evil.” (56:5) Or: “My soul is among lions; their teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword.” (57:4) I can hear Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane say, “My heart is in anguish within me, and the terrors of death have fallen upon me. Fear and trembling come upon me; and horror has overwhelmed me” (55:4-5) Or when Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss: “It is not an enemy who reproaches me, then I could bear it. It is you, My companion and my friend.” (55:12-13) And we hear Jesus proclaim on Easter morning: “You have delivered my soul from death so that I may walk in the light of the living.” (56:13)
Secondly, David’s pleas for vengeance upon his enemies - who are also God’s enemies - is fulfilled in Christ. Bonhoeffer sees the vengeance psalms fulfilled in the crucified Lord.
First, read these psalms, not as the one who is attacked by enemies, but as the enemy of God and His King. How does that feel? I am God’s enemy. I am the fool who denies God daily. I am the wicked man who opposes His King. I deserve to have my teeth shattered and broken. It is my blood which deserves to be trampled upon.

Then read them with Christ as the enemy of God, taking all my sin and shame upon Himself, being abandoned and forsaken by God. Unless and until we take the vengeance psalms seriously, we will not take to heart the joy and comfort of God’s forgiveness. 

Look at Jesus on the cross again. He says, “Father, forgive them.” He has become God’s enemy that all of God’s enemies might be forgiven. I hear Jesus’ words differently when I realize I am God’s enemies. I hear this psalm differently when I realize I am God’s enemy.
Jeremiah and Ezekiel state that a change of heart and new life result from the experience of undiluted and undeserved forgiveness. The vengeance psalms are profitable – maybe more than any other Scriptures – for helping us experience the power and privilege that forgiveness is. 

