Psalms 44-48
These five psalms are connected by their confidence in a conquering King. 

Psalm 44 tells of God’s mighty acts when He brought His people into the promised land. Now, however, following years of ingratitude and disobedience, God has expelled them from the land and lead them into exile. 
Psalm 45 speaks of a future King who will be the delight of His bride. Since David and Solomon are long past when the sons of Korah penned this psalm, this suggests the marriage of Christ and His Church. 
Psalm 46 confidently trusts in God midst the terrors of nature and the tumults of nations. 
Psalms 47 & 48 call us to rejoice in the rule of the King of the whole earth. 
Sermon

Psalm 46 has been called “Luther’s Psalm.” It is the basis for the keynote hymn of the Reformation – “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” Psalm 46 is in the midst of a cluster of psalms extolling God as our king. (Psalms 44-48)
Listen to the final stanzas of the last verse of Luther’s hymn: “And take they our life, goods, fame child, and wife, let these all be gone, they yet have nothing won; the kingdom ours remaineth.”

What is this kingdom of God that I can be stripped of everything and still possess the kingdom.

“The concept of the Kingdom of God involves, in a real sense, the total message of the Bible. Not only does it loom large in the teachings of Jesus; it is found, in one form or another, through the length and breadth of the Bible. To grasp what is meant by the Kingdom of God is to come very close to the heart of the Bible’s gospel of salvation.” [John Bright]

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth give way, and though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea. Really??!! In the midst of natural catastrophe, God is our refuge. .

The nations made an uproar, the kingdoms tottered; He raised His voice, the earth melted. The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our stronghold. In the midst of angry nations and tottering kingdoms, God is our stronghold.

So we live in a world of tension and tragedy and still we are secure and safe.

Jesus makes clear what the kingdom is really about.    
Jesus says, “My kingdom is not of this world.” And Jesus said, “The kingdom is within you.” (Luke 17:21) External solutions out here in the world will not fix what is, in reality, an internal problem. It is like this. Your car doesn’t run, so you repaint it. Does that fix the engine? We are masters at applying external solutions when it is an internal problem. 

What does the kingdom look like? Jesus says, “For this reason I was born, and for this reason I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” The kingdom is established and implanted within me when I listen to Jesus and experience the Truth.

Jesus says, “If you live in My word, you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:31-32) The crowd says, “We have never been anyone’s slaves.” They are thinking externals. Jesus says, “Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.” (John 8:34) Jesus is talking internals.

We will never have courage and confidence in our lives until we are free from ourselves, our selfish natures, our sin. The real struggle we face is not with natural catastrophes or nation vs. nation conflict; it is me. I am unsettled inside. There is a disquiet within me. Until I experience undeserved love and unlimited forgiveness. 
Where do I find such undeserved and unlimited love? Where do I find forgiveness so deep that my sins are cast into the depths of the sea? Where do I find a freedom so free that I feel as if I have been born again? Where do I find a grace so great that I am completely accepted?

