Psalms 37-39
Psalm 37 reminds us that envy of the wicked, however prosperous, is misplaced because evil men are soon cut down like grass. Faith in the God of LIFE cures fretting. There is no room for worry in a heart that contains God. A man’s happiness consists not in worldly wealth but in heavenly hope. The promise of a future land – which far exceeds anything the Promised Land could or would accomplish – is mentioned five times in Psalm 37 (vv. 9, 11. 22. 29, & 34.
Psalm 38 is the 3rd Penitential Psalm and presents a necessary addendum to Psalm 37’s language when David asserts: “The righteous will inherit the land.” Only those are truly righteous who are forgiven by God. 

Psalm 39 is a wisdom psalm that presents death as one of the great teachers of true wisdom. Our live on earth is brief; this humbles us and turns us from our petty issues to the ultimate question of life’s meaning. “I am a stranger, a sojourner on earth.” Real life and the true promised land await on the other side of death’s vale. 

Sermon

Security?!! Safety!?? Abundance?!! Blessing!?? The Old Testament Jews looked to the land. The promised land was the source of their security and safety. The promise land was the place where God would provide for them and prosper them. 
Interesting that modern Jews also look to the land, the modern state of Israel, as the source of their security, safety, provision, and prosperity. You only have to read the daily newspaper to see that this is not working very well for them. The land is a source of conflict and insecurity. 

Psalm 37 speaks of “inheriting the land” 5 times. (vv. 9, 11, 22, 29, 34) Is the land what modern Jews believe? Is this physical piece of real estate called modern Israel the security and salvation of the Jewish people? That is not the case in Psalm 37. Read verse 29 carefully: The righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever. The Promised Land of the Old Testament can not satisfy this forever promise. This forever promise finds its fulfillment in Jesus who goes to prepare a place for us. . 

You also notice that Jesus changes the word “land” in verse 11 to “earth.” “The humble will inherit the earth.” Jesus expands the promise from the smaller than Rhode Island land of Palestine to the whole earth. Jesus is LORD, not just of the little sliver of land east of the Mediterranean Sea; He is LORD of the whole earth. And He controls all this for the sake of believers, that is, to accomplish His eternal purposes. 
Now listen to the book of Hebrews. We are told that Abraham lived in tents and was a sojourner in the land, not an owner. Even David, towards the end of his life, while living in the land, says we are all sojourners. Abraham and David were looking to a different land, a city with real foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
Read v. 29 again: The righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever. Who are the righteous? Those who try really hard to do God’s will? NO! Psalm 38 – the 3rd Penitential Psalm – reminds us that we are righteous, not by virtue of our efforts; rather, because of God’s forgiveness. 

And then Psalm 39 – which is one of my favorite psalms – reminds all of us that we are temporary. We do not and cannot possess this earth forever in this transient existence. We are as permanent as breath. This earth is not our true country. We will inherit a land of security and safety, abundance and blessing when we give up residence in this land. 
The new Jerusalem has real foundations. It is more real than the rocks of the promised land. And it is this land which gives us patience. We do not become discouraged or upset because of the inequities of this life. We do not worry about who owns most of the squares on the monopoly board. All of this that you see doesn’t last, it is temporary. In that sense, it is less real than the new heaven and new earth, which is eternal. When you see the big picture, beyond the here and now, beyond this temporary planet, your life gains perspective. You are not an owner, only a stranger, a sojourner. You are not worried by the fat cats who seem to be hoarding all the wealth of the world. Now is merely an opportunity to live for and invest in the real world to come. Now is simply preparation for and anticipation of our inheritance. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.” (1 Peter 1:3-4)
