Psalms 35 & 36
The most natural mode of dividing Psalm 35 is to note its triple character. Its complaint, prayer and promise of praise are repeated with remarkable parallelism three times.  The first portion occupies vv. 1-10, the second from 11-18, and the last from 19 to the close. 

The Angel of the LORD is mentioned in the psalms in 34.7 & 35.6. Our true strength is found in Christ, the Angel of the LORD. 

Malicious witnesses, smiters, and those who slander remind us of our LORD on the cross. For all of David’s opposition, it points clearly to the greater Son of David.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

In Psalm 36, the wicked are contrasted with the righteous. The smallness of a self-centered, self-promoting life is contrasted to the immensity of God’s love, faithfulness, and righteousness.  
How excellent is Your lovingkindness, O God. Here we enter into the Holy of Holies. The word translated “excellent” may be translated “precious.”

Light is the source of life. The knowledge of God in Christ sheds light onto all subjects, whether they be sin or grace. 

Sermon

Want a recipe for a small life? Live life with self at the center. Totally do what I want; what makes me happy. Don’t worry if I hurt other people. And, of course, leave God on the sidelines or out completely.
I want to be happy – no matter the cost to others. I want to be happy – and I will use every ounce of my energy to secure happiness by myself, apart from God. 
Isn’t that what the woman at the well (John 4.10-18) wants? A fulfilling exciting life. She wants to be happy. Seems to me she has the Liz Taylor syndrome. Liz gets up every morning and says, “I feel like a new man.”
Do you see what is going on in this Gospel text? This woman, like all of us, wants LIFE – LIFE that is exciting and exhilarating, LIFE that is fulfilling and fun, LIFE that is satisfying. This woman is thirsty for LIFE. Her soul is dry as the desert.
Jesus offers her such LIFE, a stream of LIFE-giving water springing up to eternal life. That is what she wants more than anything. 

Jesus says, “Call your husband.” Well, that is a sore spot. She has had 5 husbands. And presently she is living with a man to whom she is not married. Do you see what Jesus is doing? To give us LIFE, first He needs to convince us of the futility of our own selfish pursuits for a satisfying life. We can’t do it. Our best efforts will fail. Until, we give up on ourselves, on our own selfish seeking for life in this or that, Jesus’ offer of LIFE will appear to be just one more thing we do. 

But once we recognize the futility of our own striving and seeking, acquiring and accomplishing, Jesus’ love is higher than the heavens. His grace reaches beyond the skies. His gift of righteousness and acceptance is mightier than the highest of mountains, his plan and purpose for our lives is deeper than the deepest ocean. 

Do you know what it feels like to be loved, really loved – by God? That is LIFE. Do you know what the undeserved gift of God’s acceptance does to you? It gives you LIFE. Not just static, sit on your hands and count your blessings life, but active, dynamic, powerful LIFE that is satisfying and serves others. 

Psalm 36 presents a powerful and illuminating contrast between me-focused life and Jesus-focused LIFE. In the light of God’s love in Christ, we see, truly see, how selfish we have been and how desperately God loves us and desires to give us LIFE. 
