Psalms 25-31
Psalm 25 is an acrostic or alphabetical song with each verse beginning with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet in their order. Written in David’s later age, David pleads forgiveness of the sins of his youth. Psalms 25, 26, 27, 30, & 31 include the prayer: “Be gracious to me.”

In Psalm 26, David asks God to be gracious to him and to vindicate him from judgment.
David’s confidence in God shines forth in Psalm 27. Again, David appeals to God to be gracious, to allow Him to dwell in His presence and to see His face, which are one and the same thing.  

In another song of the night, David affirms in Psalm 28 that the LORD is his strength and his shield. Reminiscent of Psalm 23, David asks God to save His people and to be their Shepherd Who will carry them forever.
Whereas Psalm 8 is read by moonlight and Psalm 19 with the rising sun; Psalm 29 marches to the tune of thunderbolts. The voice of God is heard in the lightning storm, and all the earth is hushed by the majesty of His speaking. The psalmists employs word pictures that also recall God’s mighty acts at the Red Sea as well as the Flood. Whereas God’s Word in the Old Testament is seen as a glorious overpowering Word, in the New Testament, the Word becomes flesh and dwells among us, gentle and humble of heart. 
Psalm 30 recalls David presumption, when he numbered the armed men so as to glory in his power. He pleads to God in advance of the temple’s construction, that the whole purpose of the temple, whether the physical building or of Christ Himself, is God’s grace.
The Psalmist is in dire affliction and appeals to God in Psalm 31. He is strengthened so that he magnifies the LORD for His great goodness. In David’s deep despair, we hear echoes of Jesus’ own final words from the cross: “Into Your hands I commit My spirit.”

Sermon
You do know, don’t you, there is only one sin that is mentioned in both accounts of David’s life? It is not his adultery with Bathsheba. Not the murder of Uriah. Nor is it his bad parenting that led to Absalom’s coup. It is his taking a census of his fighting men. 
This is referred to in Psalm 30. David had become self-confident in his prosperity: “I shall never be moved.” (Psa 30:6) Such faith destroying self-satisfaction aroused God’s anger. “You hid You face.” A pestilence killed 70,000 men. That made David stand up and take notice. It brought him to repentance. 
God can work through outward circumstances to reveal our greatest sin – self trust. In the Old Testament, God revealed His glory in awesome, and sometimes awful, actions. Psalm 29 speaks of God’s awesome Word that judged the world in the Flood. When God spoke in the Old Testament, it was often a powerful and majestic Word of judgment. The purpose, of course, was to wake people up and show them the danger of self-trust. 
It seems to me that God is speaking such a Word today. When we become self-confident in our prosperity, God decides to shake the world economy up a bit. We are very much like David: In my prosperity I say, “I shall never be moved.” God has done a good job of unsettling our self-confidence by allowing our arrogance to overstep in the financial arena. Walla – some banks and financial institutions fail. It is a wake-up call. Quit trusting in yourself and your prosperity for security.  
But as Christians we have a better Word. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. Jesus is God’s final Word. And Grace is more powerful than Law and judgment when it comes to changing us. 
In the Old Testament, fearing God meant being afraid of God’s awesome power. But Luther says that fearing God means something different for us who have experienced God’s love in Christ. “To fear God means to love God so much that we are afraid of displeasing Him.”

However it happens, through outward circumstances or an inner change; when our outward security is taken from us, we pray with David, “Be gracious to me.” And He is. God turns our mourning into dancing. God’s anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may come in the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning.
So what is our security? Our security is Christ. Our inner turmoil is soothed by the message of love, acceptance and forgiveness. When we are secure inside, outside turmoil is OK. God loves me so much - I am convinced that my times are in Your hand. (Psa 31:15) He will do nothing that will harm our ultimate security in Him. In fact, He will do everything to make sure we find our true security in Him.

Into Your hand I commit my spirit. (Psa 31:5) David spoke those words. His most precious “possession” was his spirit. He committed it to God for safe-keeping. Jesus, in His darkest moment, knew His spirit was safe with His Father. God’s Spirit will keep your spirit safe. No matter what outward difficulties you face, your spirit is safe. And that is what really counts. 
