Psalms 20-24
Psalm 20 is a song/prayer in support of the king as he faces a personal or national crisis/conflict. Ultimately it concerns the Messiah/King. The final verse summarizes the two-fold desire of the psalm: that the king might be delivered and then, as our king, hear us. 
Psalm 20 anticipates what Psalm 21 regards as realized. Notice the reach of this psalm: God gives the Messiah/King length of days forever and makes Him most blessed forever.
The next two psalms, 22 & 23, display the means by which the Messiah/King will establish His kingdom. Jesus restates the theme of these two psalms in one sentence: “I AM the Good Shepherd; the Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” (John 10:11) 

Finally, Psalm 24 describes the dominion of the LORD, encompassing the whole earth. Within His universal dominion, the LORD establishes His kingdom, consisting of forgiven and righteous saints whose hearts and hands have been made perfectly pure in Jesus’ death. 
Sermon

Philip Yancey sees the connection between Psalms 22 & 23 in this way: “The seemingly random ordering of the 150 psalms comes into play, for the seesaw cycle of intimacy and abandonment is, in fact, what most people experience in their relationship with God. The most startling juxtaposition of psalms occurs early on. Psalm 23, that shepherd song of sweeping promise and consummate comfort, follows on the heels of Psalm 22, which opens with the words Jesus cried from the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
In other words, there is only a random and an accidental connection between these two psalms, reflecting my fluctuating emotional extremes – betwixt a cry of abandonment and a sense of God’s comforting presence. 
I am of a different persuasion. I believe there is a deep and deeply helpful connection between these two psalms
First of all, look at Psalm 23. Thomas Cahill says, “There is no poem more cherished than the Psalm of the Good Shepherd, the world’s favorite prayer - Psalm 23. This is a song of trust, with the affecting attitude of childlike confidence in God.” Everyone likes Psalm 23. It is the most read Scripture at funerals. As a little feller, I memorized Psalm 23.  
Now Psalm 22, with its feeling of desperate abandonment is often accepted only because Jesus spoke its first words from the cross: “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46) It reveals the profound pain of the cross. Jesus, gasping for breath, feeling the agony of His body slowly squeezing the life out of Him, experiences the utmost torture – the sense that God has abandoned Him.

However, you do know, don’t you, that Jesus Himself states the intimate and essential connection between Psalms 22 & 23 in a most familiar passage – John 10:11: “I AM the Good Shepherd; the Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” 

In Psalm 78, David’s role as king is described as that of a caring shepherd. Jesus is the true Shepherd-King who establishes His kingdom and cares for His sheep by dying on the cross. 
It is at the cross that Jesus meets our deepest and most heart-felt need. It is at the cross, that this Shepherd-King gives His life for the safety, security, strength, and encouragement of His sheep.

He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. From deep within me rises a hunger and thirst that can only be satisfied by Jesus’ death. From the recesses of my soul resounds a thirst for LIFE. I need to be loved, forgiven, accepted. The message of Jesus is spiritual food and spiritual drink to satisfy my hunger and quench my thirst. In Jesus’ Meal, He nourishes my spirit with Himself.

He leads me in paths of righteousness. Most Christian commentators see this as Jesus guiding us to do right things. A few see this as God’s gift of righteousness in Christ, as  per what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 5: He who knew no sin became sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. And the answer is: BOTH. Righteousness is dynamic. We do not do right things so God will accept us; rather, God accepts us and, as a result, we do right things. 

I will fear no evil; for You are with me. Even in the presence of my enemies, I am nourished by Christ’s presence in my life. Even in the face of my greatest and final enemy – death – I am comforted because Jesus is with me. 

I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. That is my life-goal, my purpose. That is the purpose of this church. We have a message of eternal significance. We have LIFE forever.    
