Psalms 14 & 15
Notes

Psalm 14 concerns practical atheism and its consequences. Denial of God leads to depravity of mind. Without God we are left to ourselves. Lacking understanding, we act corruptly. We mistreat and mock the people of God. What will eventually convince atheists is the appearance of God’s salvation. God will rescue His captive people.
Psalm 15 asks: Who may abide in God’s temple? The answer: A man of integrity who works righteousness. This is certainly a sharp contrast to the atheist in the previous psalm. 
Between the callous stony heart of atheism and the soft heart of new life is a wide chasm that is impossible to cross. I am, according to the Apostle Paul, the one who rejects God; therefore, I am not worthy to enter and reside in God’s presence according to the criteria listed in Psalm 15.

Only Psalm 16, a psalm that Peter explains as speaking in its final verses of Christ’s resurrection, answers the plea for the restoration of God’s captive people and makes us worthy not only to enter the temple but to be God’s temple.
Sermon

Psalm 15 asks, “Who may abide in Your tent?” In other words, who may come into God’s presence in His temple? The answer: He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness. The rest of the psalm is an expansion of this. The list of what qualifies a person to stand in God’s presence is pretty heavy, and quite depressing.
I want to be where God is. I desire His presence in my life. How is life worth living without God; devoid of His presence? But, Psalm 15, as I read it, tells me I don’t qualify.

That is why I treasure Romans 3 and Paul’s understanding of Psalm 14. At first glance, it sounds like a finger pointing psalm. Look at those foolish God deniers. But when Paul reads it, he sees himself, and me, and you. We are all foolish. Not one of us does good or seeks God. Paul’s words n Romans 3 are an indictment of the whole human race, including me.
So, in light of Psalm 14, none of us deserves to stand in God’s holy presence. That is sad. Without God, the source of LIFE, in my life, I have no LIFE.
Then we read Psalm 16. These are David’s words, but like many, if not most, of David’s psalms, these words go far beyond what David experienced or achieved. David’s body has long ago turned to dust. These words can only properly be applied, as Peter says, to Jesus who died and rose from the dead. In his Pentecost sermon, Peter says that obviously these words do not apply literally to David. Only the Son of David, who died, was laid in the tomb, but rose before His body could decay, accomplishes what these words state.
Now the plot thickens. Notice the plea in Psalm 14.7: That salvation would come when the Lord restores His captive people. Then Psalm 15 speaks as if the tabernacle/temple is rebuilt. Then Psalm 15 speaks of David’s victory over death through the Son of David – who ultimately fulfills these words. 
John 1.14 tells us that the Word became flesh and tabernacled amongst us. Jesus is the true tabernacle/presence of God. Jesus tells us the temple will be destroyed and rebuilt in three days. He is the one who restores His captive people and establishes the true presence of God through His resurrection. Now we experience His presence within us; or as Scripture puts it: We are a temple of the Holy Spirit. 
