Psalms 138 – 145
The journey through the wilderness is being gradually transformed into a journey to the unknown recesses of the self – to the inward parts. This new spiritual journey will prove as eventful and unpredictable as the physical one, full of pitfalls and surprises. The harsh outlook that worldly success and prosperity are certain indicators of God’s favor must leave both mind and heart unsatisfied and will gradually be revised as the biblical journey is transformed from a physical adventure to a spiritual one. As the Israelites look more deeply into their “hidden part,” the crudeness of this tit-for-tat morality will become more obvious to them. It is with David that the interior journey begins. A sense of self is notably absent in all ancient literatures. I, as we commonly use it today to mean one’s interior self, is seldom in evidence before the humanist autobiographies of the early modern period. Before these, we can count only a few instances from earlier literatures: The Confessions of Augustine, some fragments from the sixth century BC attributed to Sappho, and –oldest of all – the Psalms, which are filled with I’s: the I of repentance, the I of anger and vengeance, the I of self-pity and self-doubt, the I of despair, the I of delight, the I of ecstasy. The Psalms are a treasure trove of personal emotions from poets acutely attuned to their inner states. In this bubbling spring of self-reflection, this unparalleled resource of prayer drawn on repeatedly by Jews and Christians over the millennia, there is no poem more cherished than the Psalm of the Good Shepherd, the world’s favorite prayer: Psalm 23. This song of trust, this affecting attitude of childlike confidence in God, must be the work of the great shepherd-king who was not afraid to reveal himself through his poetry and his songs. 

Psalms 138 – 145. These eight psalms are composed in the first person and they follow very happily after the fifteen “Songs of Ascents.” These eight psalms are the devout Israelite’s Manual of private prayer and praise. 

These eight psalms were composed by David. Psalm 138 is a kind of commentary on the great Messianic promise of 2 Samuel 7. 

Aben Ezra observes that Psalm 139 is the most glorious and excellent Psalm in all the book. This Psalm is one of the sublimest compositions in the world. 

Here (Psalm 139) the poet inverts his gaze, from the blaze of suns, to the strange atoms composing his own frame. He stands shuddering over the precipice of himself. How between mystery and mystery his mind, his wonder, his very reason, seem to rock like a little boat between the sea and sky. But speedily does he regain his serenity; when he throws himself, with childlike haste and confidence, into the arms of that Fatherly Spirit, and murmurs in his bosom, “How precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God; How great the sum of them”; and looking up at last in his face, cries, “Search me, O Lord. I cannot search thee; I cannot search myself; I am overwhelmed by those dreadful depths; but search me as thou only canst; see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (George Gilfillan)

Psalm 139  has an immediately practical aim, which is unfolded near the close. If God is such a being, if his vital agency reaches over all his creation, pervading all objects, illumines the deepest and darkest recesses; in his knowledge has no limits, piercing into the mysterious processes of creation, into subtle and recondite processes of mind, comprehending the half-formed conception, the germinating desire afar off; if, anterior to all finite existence, his predetermining decree went forth; if in those ancient records of eternity man’s framework, with all its countless elements and organs, in all the ages of his duration, were inscribed – then for his servant, his worshipper on earth, two consequences follow, most practical and momentous: first, the ceasing to have or feel any complacency with the wicked, any sympathy with their evil ways, any communion with them as such; and, secondly, the earnest desire that God would search the Psalmist’s soul, lest in its unsounded depths there might be some lurking iniquity, lest there might be, beyond the present jurisdiction of his conscience, some dark realm which the Omniscient eye only could explore. (Bela Edwards)
God knows everything that passes in our inmost souls better than we do ourselves. He reads our most secret thoughts. All the cogitations of our hearts pass in review before him; and he is as perfectly and entirely employed in the scrutiny of the thoughts and actions of an individual, as in the regulation of the most important concerns of the universe. (Henry Kirke White)

Psalm 140 fitly follows Psalm 139. It is David’s plea for rescue from violent men, previously named as men of bloodshed. (139:19) And then, in Psalm 141 we have his supplication at the time when this danger was ever approaching nearer. 
Psalm 143 most aptly answers to that Psalm which precedes it; for in Ps 143 he shows that he prayed,, repeating it twice; and here he twice says, “Hear my prayer, give ear to my supplication.” In Ps 142 he says, “When my spirit was overwhelmed within me”; here, “My spirit is overwhelmed within me.” 

Psalm 144 in its mingled tones of prayer and praise, is a fit connecting link between the supplicatory Psalms which go before, and the strains of thanksgiving which follow it. After six psalms of sorrowful prayer in distress, we have now a Psalm of praise and thanksgiving for God’s gracious answer to supplications. The present Psalm bears a strong resemblance to David’s last son in 2 Sam 22and to Ps 18. 

Psalm 145 is an alphabetical psalm. It is the only psalm titled ‘a psalm of praise’. 

Sermon # 1

When I was in seminary, I was taught not to sing any songs that were too subjective. You know, songs like the song we just sang: What a Friend We Have in Jesus. Or like the song we will close the service with today: I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb. 

Why? Because our redemption is based on what Jesus did and we should focus on that. Mentioning me, my response, or my heart was considered too subjective and was ruled to be wrong. 

When I met Sandy, her faith was very attractive to me. Her faith was more personal, warmer. Like the Pharisees, I could split hairs on doctrine; however, my personal faith was cold by comparison. 

Now we have been doing a series on the psalms. By now you are familiar with the psalms. You certainly have noticed all the I’s and me’s and my’s in the psalms. They are subjective. In this respect, they are unique in the world of ancient literature. Why? Because God wants to have a personal relationship with me. And, as in any relationship, His goal is nothing short of capturing me, my heart and soul. 

Almost every Sunday, we sing verses from David’s marvelous Psalm 51: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” We consistently, continually, and constantly pray that God would transform me from the inside out. 
Now listen to verses from the eight psalms before us. “I will give You thanks with all my heart.” (138:1) “Search me, O God, and know my heart.” (139:23) “Do not incline my heart to any evil thing.” (141:4) “Bring my soul out of prison, so that I may give thanks to Your name.” (142:7) “My soul longs for You as a parched land.” (143:6) “Blessed be the LORD, my rock, my loving-kindness, my fortress, my stronghold, my deliverer, my shield in whom I take refuge.” (144:1-2) 
These eight psalms are all written by David. And they are all exceedingly personal and subjective. They form a little psalter, highlighting the themes and emphases of all of the psalms. And especially pinpointing the focus of all the psalms – God and my relationship with Him. 

God’s plan for me is nothing short of capturing my heart. If I was a car, God would want to drive. If I was a computer, God would claim the software and the hard drive. If I was an airplane, He’d take His seat in the cockpit. But I am a person, so God wants to take up residence in and change my heart. 
God has ambitious plans for me. The same God who created this world and hung the stars in the sky desires to recreate me. His plan is nothing short of a total transformation. And the only way to do that is through my heart. 
Sermon # 2
Last week we talked about the emphasis on the personal pronouns in the Book of Psalms, as also evidenced in David’s final 8 psalms. Our God is personal and wants to have a personal relationship with each one of us. 
There is another theme that is common in the book of Psalms and, as we would expect, shows up here in these eight psalms of David. It is the theme of king. We will examine this more in the Bible class, but there is something very interesting and highly intriguing about this theme in the Book of Psalms. 
Sometimes it is the promise to David of a future son who will rule over an eternal kingdom. (ie. 89:26-29, 34-37) And sometimes it is God who is said to be the king of an eternal kingdom. (145:13) God as king will judge the nations. (96:10) David’s son is given the right to judge by God (72:1) God as king will subdue and rule the nations (22.28; 47.7-8) David’s son as king will shatter the nations and demand their obeisance (2:8-9; 110.5) Because God is king, all the nations shall praise Him (47.1-3, 6-7) David’s son becoming king will be a cause for thanksgiving and praise. (138.4) God’s kingdom will be typified by grace and compassion, sustaining those who fall and raising up those who are bowed down. (145.8-9) David’s son will have compassion on the poor and the needy. (72.13)
And what makes this additionally interesting is one passage that seems to overlap the distinction between son of David and God. The LORD said to my Lord: Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet. (Psalm 110:1)
So what gives? Jesus. He is both the son of David and God. He established an eternal kingdom with His death and resurrection. He has defeated all of our enemies. And He presently reigns as King. “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death.” (1 Corinthians 15:25-26)
Do you need a king? The LORD sustains those who fall, and raises up all who are bowed down. (145:14) The LORD is near to all who call upon Him. (145:18) The LORD keeps all who love Him. (145:20) Have you ever fallen into sin or despair? Have you needed someone to listen to your problems? Have you needed someone to hold onto you when life overwhelms you?
The LORD will accomplish what concerns me (138:8) God will fulfill the promise to David of a future son of David. His loving-kindness is everlasting. “Do not forsake the works of Your hands.” (138:8) God you have created me. Don’t forsake me. LORD, you have recreated me in the power of Your Holy Spirit to trust you. Don’t forsake this work of faith in me. 

Sermon # 3

Abraham Ezra (1089-1164) observes that Psalm 139 is the most glorious and excellent Psalm in all the book. This Psalm is one of the sublimest compositions in the world. 

O Lord, You have searched me and known me...you understand my thoughts from afar. (Psalm 139: 1-2 ). The Lord knows me better than I know myself. The Lord knows what is best for me, what I need. He knows my fears and my hurts, my weaknesses and my pride; He knows what I am going through and how I feel inside. When Jesus sees Nathanael, He does not unload a lot of information.  He sees someone who is searching and seeking for answers in sincerity. He says, Look, an Israelite in whom is no deceit. An honest searcher for the truth. How do you know me? asks Nathanael. Jesus says, I saw you when Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree. Jesus is the God who sees, who knows me and knows when I rise and when I sit. He is acquainted with all my ways. He knows how desperately I need Him in my life. 
Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? (139:7)Have you ever felt like David in Psalm 22: My God, why have you forsaken me? You pray and your prayers seem to reach no higher than the ceiling. You feel alone, desperate for God to do something, anything. And . . . nothing. Yet, God is often most present where we least expect Him. The darkness that envelops me is not dark to Him. Jesus says, I am with you always. I like the last verse of Psalm 23: Surely goodness and love shall pursue me all the days of my life. 
You wove me together in my mother’s womb. I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Even before I was born, my life, every day was known to you. I am a masterpiece, created by God for a purpose. There is a point to my life even when the day’s trivialities and travails appear pointless. God is accomplishing something through me and for me. Ephesians 2:10 comes to mind. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. What is my purpose? I have been created to serve God by serving others. Every one of us is unique. We all have different personalities and abilities, given to us by God that we might serve others.
O that You would slay the wicked, O God. I hate those who hate you, O LORD? They have become my enemies. David had enemies. Lots of them. The Philistines, the Moabites, the Arameans, the Edomites, the Ammonites. Also one of his sons – Absolam.  It hurts when people criticize, whether rightly or wrongly. Where can I go when people turn against me; even members of my own family? God knows about the critics and criticisms that are heaped on me. But my Father declared at my baptism: You are My beloved son, in you I am well pleased. My Father is on my side, He accepts and values me. He is the One who defends me when I feel attacked. 
Finally, I invite, the God who knows all these things about me to search me in my inner self. and see if there is any hurtful way in me. Socrates said, Know yourself. But that is difficult if not impossible. We have a blind spot when it comes to ourselves. Our natural reaction, when we are criticized, is to justify ourselves. I believe this is what Jesus was speaking about in John 3: Everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. (v. 20) May He search the inner recesses of my heart and discover that which is hurtful to the way everlasting. May He ferociously examine me, find those things that are hurtful, and take them from me. Father, above all else, do whatever it takes, to keep me on the way to eternal life. 
Maundy Thursday – Sermon: Psalm 139:1-6
Notes

“Our knowing is more passive than active, that is, it is more a matter of being known than of knowing. We simply allow God to do His activity in us.” [Luther] 

“The first step in knowing God is to be known by Him, to allow Him to expose the deepest need of our heart, the guilt of our sin.” [J.I. Packer – “Knowing God”] 

All changed for Luther when he discovered he was fully known by God and fully accepted. 

We often hear the complaint, “No one really knows me. No one cares to get to know me.” Or the ironic counter-statement, “If you really knew me you would not love me.”

We know about God. But that is much different than being known by God. 

“By studying ‘about’ God, by taming him and reducing him to words and concepts that could be filed away in alphabetical order, I had lost the force of the passionate relationship God seeks above all else. . . God doesn’t care so much about being analyzed. Mainly, he wants to be loved.” [Philip Yancey]

Sermon # 4
Now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God. . . (Galatians 4:9)

If anyone loves God, he is known by Him. (1 Corinthians 8:3)

We can know lots of things about God. We can say God is omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient. That means He is all powerful, everywhere present, and all knowing. The study of God is called theology. 

When it comes the Lord’s Supper, the Church has all sorts of definitions and words to tell how much we know about this Meal. Some Christians say the bread and wine are changed into Christ’s body and blood; others say they are merely symbols or remembrances of Christ’s crucifixion. Still others speak of Christ being spiritually present. Lutherans say Christ is really present. The Orthodox churches say Christ is present but it is a mystery. . 
Philip Yancey cautions us in our study of God: “By studying ‘about’ God, by taming him and reducing him to words and concepts that could be filed away in alphabetical order, I had lost the force of the passionate relationship God seeks above all else. . . God doesn’t care so much about being analyzed. Mainly, he wants to be loved.” 

So, what if, the really important thing is not how much we know about God and Jesus’ Supper but how much God knows about us and how His knowledge of each one of us led Him to give us this Meal. 

Sometimes, someone will say, “No one really knows me. No one cares enough to get to know me – my hopes, my dreams, my fears, my dread.” God knows you. He knows the deepest need of Your heart. He knows you want a connection to something, or; rather, Someone who will give value, meaning, and purpose to Your life. One way, and perhaps the most significant way, He provides that connection to Christ is through this Meal. In the Lord’s Meal, you are connected to Christ – to His death and to His resurrected and living presence. 

At other times, someone may say, “If you really knew me, you could not love me. If only you knew my insecurities, how inadequate I feel, how often I have failed, and the things that I do that hurt me and the people around me.” All that changes when we discover that we are fully known by God and still fully accepted. In Jesus’ day, being invited to a meal was the utmost sign of acceptance and affirmation. God knows that in your deepest core, you need to be fully accepted and valued. This Meal is God’s way of expressing that you are totally accepted because of Jesus’ death and resurrection for you. 

Knowing about this Meal is important, but much more important is that God knows you and gave this Meal for you. 

Psalm 139:7-12 - Good Friday Sermon

Notes

From Philip Yancey’s book – Disappointment with God
Start by remembering your time of most acute disappointment. You staked everything on what seemed within God’s power – a recovery from cancer, or the birth of a healthy baby, or God’s help in stitching a marriage together. But everything turned out wrong. The cancer killed; the baby was born with brain damage; you got divorce papers in the mail. Think of Calvary at that time. 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Jesus cried. It was the ultimate wail of disappointment. The spectacle of the Cross, the most public event of Jesus’ life, reveals the vast difference between a god who proves himself through power and One who proves himself through love. Paradoxically, that scene of disappointment inspired new hope. “If God is for us, who can be against us?” concluded the apostle Paul, resting his faith in the boundless love of God “who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all.” Love is real love when it involves sacrifice. In Jesus’ own words, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” Somehow, the possibility of eternal happiness required this time of silence and profound disappointment. 

What difference does Jesus make to our feelings of disappointment with God? How does it help us to learn that he too tasted disappointment? Both for God and for us, he made possible an intimacy that had never existed before. The Book of Hebrews explores this startling new advance in intimacy. First the author elaborates on what was required just to approach God in Old Testament times. Hebrews draws the vivid contrast: we can now approach the throne of grace with confidence.

Because of Jesus, we no longer have to wonder how God feels or what he is like. If I ever wonder about the appropriate “spiritual” response to pain and suffering, I can note how Jesus responded to his own: with fear and trembling, with loud cries and tears.

According to the book of Hebrews, we do not yet see everything subject to Jesus, but we see Jesus who suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

The most mysterious language of the New Testament we find in Hebrews. He tells of Christ being made perfect and learning obedience through the things he suffered. It seems clear that the Incarnation had meaning for God as well as for us. It was the ultimate way for him to identify with us. 

From the Old Testament we can gain much insight into what it feels like to be God. But the New Testament records what happened when God learned what it feels like to be a human being. Instinctively, we want a God who not only knows about pain but shares in it; we want a God who is affected by our own pain. Hebrews reports that God can now sympathize with our weaknesses. Would it be too much to say that, because of Jesus, God understands our feelings of disappointment with him?

 Sermon # 5
There have been times in my life when I have felt abandoned by God. How does that jive with Psalm 139, verses 7-12, that promise God is ever present in my life? 

Start by thinking of a time you were disappointed with God. A time when you felt God was not really there for you. It may have been when a friend had cancer and you prayed and prayed for healing. The cancer killed in spite of your prayers. It might have been when you desperately pleaded with God to stitch your marriage back together. Still the divorce papers came in the mail. It may have been when you experienced a great loss – the loss of a job, the loss of the ability to sleep, the loss of something very important to you – and you asked God to help. And He seemed silent and unconcerned for years on end. 
Think of Calvary at that time. Think of Jesus’ anguish on the cross when He cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” And when you think of Jesus on the cross saying those words through teeth clinched in pain, think of, at the very least, these two things. 
1) Because of Jesus, God understands our feelings of disappointment with Him from the inside. David’s words arose from a time when he was disappointed with God, when God seemed to be absent and distant from him. And that is exactly the way Jesus feels on the cross. So, first of all, Jesus knows exactly how we feel. Instinctively, we want a God who not only knows about our pain but shares in it. The book of Hebrews reports that because of Jesus and because of the cross, Jesus can now sympathize with our weaknesses. “Sympathize” is a combination of two Greek words: sym pathos meaning to suffer with. When I suffer, Jesus is right there suffering with me. And, perchance, because He loves me so much, suffering more than I am,  because, well, because He loves me and hates to see me suffer.
2) At the cross - amidst Jesus’ feelings of abandonment – God is very much present accomplishing His greatest work. Jesus endured such terrible feelings of abandonment because He loves me and wants me to love Him. Jesus says, “No greater love has a man than to lay down His life for His friends”. In your time of feeling abandoned, God may actually be doing His great work of love in your life, drawing you closer to Him and accomplishing His purposes. Heal cancer and I may be impressed for a season; but die on a cross, abandoned by friends and Your Father, and I feel a kinship, a connection; I feel love. Save a marriage and I may be thankful for a year or two; but humble Yourself to die on a cross for me and my heart is captured. Restore a loss and I might be impressed for a few years; but lose everything including Your dignity and Your life that I might have LIFE, and I can never forget it. 
Psalm 139 promises God’s ever presence. When Jesus experienced God’s abandonment on the cross, I know that He understands my feelings of being abandoned. And, rather than being abandoned, Jesus is with me when I experience pain to help me. Secondly, Jesus experiences abandonment that I might experience the presence of God’s amazing love always. 
Psalm 139:13-16 - Easter Sunday Sermon

Notes
Kierkegaard commented that the knowledge of one’s own death is the essential fact that distinguishes us from animals.
Martin Luther told his followers, “Even in the best of health we should have death always before our eyes so that we will not expect to remain on this earth forever, but will have one foot in the air, so to speak.”

Every day we are, in St. Augustine’s phrase, “deafened by the clanking chains of mortality.”

I have preached at Mt. Olive for 22 Easters. Yet, we see no rush of people to the church to silence the clanking chains of mortality. Every day, 7000 people die in the United States of America. Worldwide, 155,000. But, we are very good at ignoring the fact that we will die. 
“To believe in the supernatural is not simply to believe that after living a successful, material, and fairly virtuous life here one will continue to exist in the best-possible substitute for this world, or that after living a starved and stunted life here one will be compensated with all the good things one has gone without: it is to believe that the supernatural is the greatest reality here and now.” [T.S. Eliot]

God created you for a purpose – to be part of the cosmic conflict between God and Satan. He knew you were going to be here today. He knew that you would hear the message of life. He has a job for you, a purpose for your life, a plan that can only be played out by you. He has given you a unique personality and unique abilities; He has placed you in a unique circumstance with friends and a family that only you are in a position to serve. And He has empowered you for this by connecting you to His Son’s death and resurrection. 

Every day, people are searching for something that will give their lives significance. You can tell how frantic this search is by the number of false gods people devote their lives to. Money, possessions, power, popularity. All these are doomed to fail. They can not make your life significant. 

Jesus is the second Adam, the leader of a new species, who in Him are a new creation.  

Only a connection to Jesus’ death and resurrection can give your life present and eternal significance. 
Sermon # 6
For me, Jesus’ resurrection and my hope of life after death are certain. My relationship with Jesus assures me that I will live even though I die. So the fear of death and the question of what lies beyond death is not my problem. I know Jesus and I have the sure and certain hope of LIFE even after death. 
Let me tell you about my problem. For the last ten years I have slept like a baby. Wake up every 2 hours and cry. It has drained my energy and zapped my enthusiasm. My eternity is certain; today is the challenge. How can I live with purpose and power, even when I feel physically exhausted and personally overwhelmed? The answer comes to me in this third part of Psalm 139. 

God created me. Like a master craftsman, He wove me together in my mother’s womb. I am fearfully and wonderfully made. He used the utmost creativity in my creation. And all the days of my life are known to Him and planned by Him even before I took my first breath. In short, He has a plan, a purpose for my life. That only I can do. He has given me a unique personality, unique abilities, and unique circumstances. As Rick Warren said in his wildly popular book, The Purpose Driven Life: “I am no accident.” 
And God’s purpose for me, for my life on planet earth is stated quite simply in Ephesians 2: “I am God’s masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared in advance for me to do.”

I was created to be a human being. But I was created for much more. Romans six tells me that in my baptism I have been connected to Christ’s death and resurrection. By means of my connection to Christ, I am no longer a slave to sin, a slave to my own selfish nature. I am freed from my preoccupation with myself that I might serve others. I have died to my self that I might come alive to the living Christ in me.  Now I am eager to do what God wants me to do. 
Well what does God want to do with my life? Jesus says, “Love one another as I have loved you.” He wants me to serve others. To be sensitive to their needs. To quit focusing on myself and my needs and to live the resurrection life, the new life. 
A woman goes to the grocery store. At the checkout, she writes a check. The clerk says, “I need two forms of ID.” The woman’s eyes well up with tears and she blubbers, “What about my needs?” Without Easter, that is where our whole world is at. The old life, the self-centered life, the self-focused life. 

Alfred Adler, a famous psychologist, once put an ad in the paper for his Fourteen-Day Cure Plan.  He claimed he could cure anyone of any mental or emotional difficulty in just fourteen days if they would just do what he told them to.  One day a man who was extremely lonely and unhappy came to Adler.  Adler told her, “If you will do something for someone else every day for fourteen days, at the end of that time your loneliness will be gone.”  The man said, “Why should I do something for anyone else, no one ever does anything for me?” Adler wryly replied, “Well, maybe in your case it will take twenty-one days.”

The Bible assures me that when I am connected to Jesus’ death and resurrection, I am God’s masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for good works, good works that God prepared in advance for me to do. God has a job for me. And only I can do it. I have unique friends and family members who need me, who need the presence of Christ, the love of Christ that I carry about within myself. If every one of you here today would take this message to heart, we can turn Forest Grove, Gaston, Banks, Cornelius, heck, this whole world, upside down. And people will stand in awe and say, “Look how they love one another.”
Psalm 139:19-22: 1st Sunday after Easter

Notes
Belief in an unseen world forms a crucial dividing line of faith today. Many people get up, eat, drive their cars, work, make phone calls, tend to their children, and go to bed without giving a single thought to the existence of an unseen world. But according to the Bible, human history is far more than the rising and falling of people and nations; it is a staging ground for the battle of the universe. [Philip Yancey – Disappointment with God]
We think if we could change our circumstances, get rid of those people who are critical of us, then we would be OK. But the more important battle is taking place all around us.
So often in the Book of Psalms, when David is speaking of his enemies, we hear echoes of those who opposed and conspired against Jesus. But the Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes, Herodians, and all the rest were simply stand-ins for Jesus’ real adversary – Satan. 
Our real life critics are only a hint of the battle that rages in the invisible realms. The goal of this battle is to discourage us, to defeat our sense of worth, to destroy our faith and confidence in God. 

Sermon # 7
We come to the subject of “enemies” in Psalm 139:19-22. 

One of the predominant themes in these last eight psalms of David (Psalms 138-145) as well as the whole Book of Psalms is the subject of enemies. Repeatedly, David and the other psalmists plead with God to defend them against their enemies and ultimately to defeat their enemies. 

We, as followers of the One who said, “Love your enemies;” (Matthew 5:44) are embarrassed by this theme and the constant pleas for God to defeat and destroy our enemies.

So, what do we say in regard to this subject of “enemies?”

First of all, David’s struggles with his enemies as well as the pleas of the other psalmists are merely echoes of what the Messiah will do to His enemies. “The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” (Psalm 110:1) Total humiliation and subjugation. 

Secondly, this very issue is the dividing line between the Jews who accept Jesus as the Messiah and those who don’t. This question was the litmus test for the true Messiah: Did he defeat our enemies?
Martin Buber, the renowned Jewish mystic, admired Jesus but never became a Christian because, as he said, “The world was the same after Jesus as before.” Nothing had noticeably changed. The Romans still ruled. Cruelty continued. Skirmishes arose and wars were waged. The Jews were still oppressed by their enemies. 
There is another dividing line according to Philip Yancey: “Belief in an unseen world forms a crucial dividing line of faith today. Many people get up, eat, drive their cars, work, make phone calls, tend to their children, and go to bed without giving a single thought to the existence of an unseen world. But according to the Bible, human history is far more than the rising and falling of people and nations; it is a staging ground for the battle of the universe.”

Jesus told those who were seeking to kill Him that they were children of the devil. (John 8.44). Jesus’ “struggles” with the Pharisees, scribes, and chief priests were really battles with the devil. Compared to the devil’s shenanigans, the Romans were mere fleabites. The culprit behind all the enemies we face is really the old evil foe. 
Every day, Satan, the great accuser, will attack us with doubts, fears, and worries. We are in the battle of our lives. Our struggle s not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness. (Eph 6:12)
On the battle lines every day of our life, how do we handle depression, despair, criticism and critics? Can we extinguish the flaming arrows of the enemy with the shield of faith? Look, God has claimed you as His beloved in baptism. He strengthens you with His gift of perfect righteousness in Christ. When this old world and its chief protagonist attack you, can you believe that you are totally accepted and eternally valued in Christ?

The stakes are high. The enemy has pursued my soul. (Psalm 143.3) The enemy is numerous. O LORD, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me; many are saying of my soul, there is no deliverance for him in God. (Psalm 3.1) The battle is fierce. My enemies are vigorous and strong. (Psalm 38.19) 

But, the victory is sure. The LORD is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1) And Jesus assures us that the very fact that we follow Him proves that One stronger than the devil has bound him and plundered His possessions. (Matt 12.29)
Psalm 139:23-24 – 2nd Sunday after Easter
Notes

The heart and its thoughts must be made right, before the actions of the life can be set right. 
David writes in Psalm 19: “Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults.” (v. 12) Lord, not only search me, but find those faults only known to You and cleanse me with Your forgiving love.
In Psalm 44, Korah remarks that God knows the secrets of the heart. (v. 21) They would not be secret, hidden from us, if we were capable of self-examination. Only God’s searching eye can see the inward thoughts of a man hidden deep in his heart. 

There is the way of unbelief, to which we are prone. There is the way of vanity and pride, to which we often accustom ourselves. There is the way of worldliness we often pursue. There is the way of self-dependence by which we often dishonor God and injure ourselves. There is the way of disobedience in which we often walk. 
Is there one of us who can say that he has corrected his conduct up to the measure of his knowledge? How then can we attain to this higher level of being searched? 

I attended the Oregon Pastors’ Conference last week. As often happens at these Conferences, instead of rest and rejuvenation, I come away with guilt and angst over all the things I am not doing. I know too well my faults with just a cursory glance at my heart. And, now I am asking God to cast His divine searchlight on my soul? To what end, more guilt, greater depression, even more things to do? The only point for asking God to search me and know my heart is that I might even more experience the renewing power of His forgiveness. 

Sermon # 8
Dr. Phil, after exposing bad behavior, will ask, “What were you thinking?”
Peoples’ minds tend to wander during sermons. There are studies that say that at any time during the sermon, 60% of the congregation is thinking about sex. I’ve always wanted to stop in the middle of a sermon and say, “Now, cut that out.”
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts.” What is God going to find? He’s going to find a cemetery. Lots of dead stuff. Doubt. Despair. Self-dependence. Disobedience. We may live in denial or delusion. But God is God. He sees it all. We may attempt to cover up and hide our inner thoughts and anxieties. But God knows it all. 
“See if there is any hurtful way in me.” Are you serious? You have got to be kidding. My heart is bruised and battered and beaten up and broken. Life does that. And hurt people hurt people. I hurt myself. I hurt others. 
“And lead me in the everlasting way.” Now, we’re getting somewhere. There is only one way to everlasting life. Jesus. Think about His disciples on that Easter Sunday evening. They are behind closed doors for fear. They are scared witless. Jesus appears. No door was ajar. No window was open. Now what? They had failed Him. Imagine what they are thinking. Imagine the agitation in their hearts. “We’re going to get it now.” And what does Jesus say? “Peace be with you.” Look, I am the One who died and rose again and who gives LIFE to the dead. And that is precisely what I am here to do. To give you LIFE. He breathed on them. The breath of LIFE. And said. “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins they are forgiven.” He knew they had failed. We would have done the same. He knows our fear and anxious thoughts. And He gives us LIFE. Now go and do the same for others. Tell them that Christ Jesus forgives their sins. And that they have peace with God. And that they no longer have to live on their own steam but they possess the Holy Spirit. Or rather, the Spirit possesses them. 
A woman went to her pastor. And she said, Pastor, I have to tell you something. I have kept it secret and it is killing me. Before I was married to my husband I had an affair with a married man. He was a doctor in town. I got pregnant. He arranged for an abortion. I felt terrible. Then I met my future husband. When he courted me, I wanted to tell him. But I didn’t. When he proposed to me, I wanted to tell him. But I didn’t. On our wedding day, I wanted to tell him. But I didn’t. Now every time he touches me, I am filled with shame because I haven’t told him. The pastor asked, Would you like Christ Jesus to forgive you for what you did and to take it from you. She said, More than anything. The Pastor  said, Christ Jesus forgives you all your sins. He takes them from you and casts them into the depths of the sea and puts up a ‘No Fishing’ sign. Tears filled her eyes. And she looked up at the pastor and said, Now I suppose I need to tell this story to my husband. And the pastor looked at her and said, “What story?”
That is what Jesus does. He brings peace to my heart and mind tormented by thoughts of the past, undone by my present thoughts, and filled with anxiety by thoughts about the future. 

Christ Jesus came to save sinners, of whom I am the worst of the bunch. Jesus knows my life inside and out. He knows my anxious thoughts. And He came not to condemn me or to imprison me in my guilt and shame. He, who died and rose again, came to raise me from the dead and to give me LIFE.
