Psalms 137 & 138
The first part of Psalm 137 is one of the most charming compositions in the whole Book of Psalms for its poetic power. In the later verses we have utterances of burning indignation against the chief adversaries of Israel. Let those find fault with it who have never seen their temple burned, their city ruined, their wives ravished, and their children slain. 

Psalm 138 is wisely placed. In full confidence David is prepared to own his God before the gods of the heathen. He declares that he will instruct and convert kings and nations, till on every highway men shall sing the praises of the Lord. 
Psalms 138-145 are composed in the first person, and they follow very happily after the fifteen Songs of Ascents and the three Psalms of praise uttered by the chorus of those who have gone up to Zion. Those Psalms were the united utterances of national devotion. These eight Psalms are the devout Israelite’s Manual of private prayer and praise. 

Sermon

These two psalms are a strange pair. One is a white hot cry for vengeance. The other a psalm praising God’s love for all people. 
A little background for Psalm 137. The Babylonians taunted their Jewish captives to sing a song of how great their seemingly defeated God is. They refused to sing. And they also refused to forget. They choked back tears as they remembered their temple burned, their city ruined, their wives ravished, and their children slain. Their cry for vengeance burns with anger.

People who have been abused and violated can identify with such bitterness. One commentator says this: “We can be honest about what we are feeling. We can even bring our hatred to God and lay it at his feet.” 
Still, Psalm 138 seems out of place, following, as it does, the bile soaked blessing of the last verse of Psalm 137: “How blessed will be the one who seizes and dashes your little ones against the rock.

“I will give You thanks with all my heart; I will sing praises to You before the gods.” (Psalm 138:1) In full confidence David is prepared to own his God before the gods of the heathen. He declares that he will instruct and convert kings and nations, till on every highway men shall sing the praises of the Lord. In brief, it is a psalm of thanksgiving for God’s love for all people. 
What a contrast! “God, repay the evil that was done to me.” “God, let Your loving-kindness be known by all people.”

The connection that reconciles these two psalms is the cross. Jesus speaks of His cross as judgment that has come upon the world. (John 12:31) All the anger and all the bile that God pours out on the world in judgment for all this world’s brutality and abuse falls on Jesus. 
Jesus goes on to say, “When I am lifted up, I will draw all men to Myself.” (John 12:32) The cross has great attractive power. St. Teresa looked at picture in her cloister one day. She had seen it a hundred times. But this time she really looked. It was a picture of Jesus with His back terribly torn and shredded by scourging. Tears warmed her cheeks as she said, “He did that for me. How much He must love me.” 
