Psalm 19
David devotes himself to the study of God’s two great books – nature and Scripture. The creation speaks of God’s glory; while the Torah speaks of that which brings us to an awareness of ourselves, our sins. In this awareness, finally, David appeals to God’s grace and forgiveness – the Source of LIFE – that he might live without presumption and with integrity of spirit. 
Sermon

Ah, where to find God? Creation speaks loudly with unspoken words of God’s power and God’s Godness. Who can look at a majestic mountain range without awe and admiration for the Creator? Who can peer into the night sky and not be amazed at the vastness and sheer volume of space?
In Oregon, people have reverence for nature. Folks often comment that they feel closest to God on an ocean beach or on a mountain’s heights. We call old growth a cathedral forest. The God of creation is a God of awesomeness. Such an awesome God can not give you LIFE – the life that each one of you deeply desires. He can only inspire awe and amazement. Or, in the instance of nature’s fury – a hurricane, tornado, or tsunami – fear.
Then there is the God of most religions – the God who reveals Himself in the Law. Most people think Law is the source of LIFE. Do these things and you will live! But the Law can only reveal us to ourselves, show us the depth of our depravity, the abyss of our selfishness. Such awareness is wisdom and certainly enlightens the eyes of our heart. But it is not LIFE. Poets, song writers, and sages of every age know the power of this inner awareness. But, it is not the source of LIFE. Such insight is invaluable; however, ultimately it only leads to despair and defeat.
Only Jesus – the One who died for our sins and was raised for our justification – can give us LIFE. 
OK, quick review. Each one of us was created for abundant and fulfilling LIFE. We sense this. We feel it deep in our bones. Our deepest need is to feel loved, valued, and worthwhile. So, off we go, in search of that which will give us worth and thus, LIFE. Money and possessions are a familiar and favorite option. We easily equate our net worth with our personal worth. So, in this economic downturn, how is that working out for you? Then there is High School and the whole boy-girl popularity thing. We want to be appreciated and valued by our peers. Go into any High School and you enter a world of insecurity and feelings of inadequacy. High School kids attempt to solve this by being good students, athletes, attractive, and, if these fail, by being part of a group or gang that values them. After High School, along comes marriage and a helter-skelter of schedules and demands. Young married couples desire a sense of control over their lives as a way to feel worthwhile. Besides these three, there is a desire for pleasure. We want to have fun. Added to this there is the need to be recognized at work or at home as being valuable. We seek prestige. And if this is not enough, the ugliest option of all is always available – religion. I am not talking about a faith relationship with God through Christ. I am speaking of religion as doing this or doing that to win the approval of religious leaders or a religious group. We think of the Pharisees in the New Testament, the Bible thumpers in the Bible Belt, or of the young Moslems who find their identity in the rules and rites of their religion. We even think of Confirmation Class as something I do; rather than as something that opens me to God’s undeserved grace in my Baptism and throughout my life. 
Prosperity, popularity, power, pleasure, prestige, and piety promise you LIFE, but they can only give you life. They can not give you what you are seeking and what you – in your heart of hearts – so desperately want and need. Oh, I have confidence in you. You will try many, if not all of these. And in time, you will realize that YOU are not the Source of LIFE. Only God and His undeserved gift of LIFE will give you what you are seeking. 
So, today, I am going to ask you if you want the LIFE that was begun in you at your Baptism and which continues to sustain and strengthen you every day FOREVER. And if you want this LIFE, are you willing to let God give you His grace, love, and forgiveness every day as your strength. 
