Acts 1:3

After His suffering, He showed Himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.

As Jesus meets with His followers after His resurrection, He whistles His favorite tune; “The kingdom of God is here!” Having taken the punishment for human sin and beaten death’s rap, Jesus rules! And – as reigning king – He has big plans for His followers. He intends for them to conquer the world!

“Acts is a book about people who thrust their feet into sweat-stained sandals and marched out to conquer the world.” [Maude De Joseph West] 

How was this fishy-smelling collection of back-country synagogue drop-outs gonna conquer the world? Not with artillery and armies. There is only one way: The King’s regime must become an inside job! So King Jesus commands His troops: “Wait for the Spirit!” (Acts 1:5)

Where the Spirit is present, there the kingdom of God is present. For no one can say “Jesus is Lord” without the Spirit. And saying “Jesus is Lord” is tantamount to saying Jesus is your King and you are a citizen of His kingdom. 
When you read Peter’s Pentecost sermon, the punch-line is this: Repent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins. And you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.  
You have turned from trusting in yourself for LIFE to trusting Jesus’ death and resurrection. You have been baptized. Your sins have been forgiven. You have received the gift of the Holy Spirit. God has called you to be part of His kingdom.

Acts starts with the kingdom of God and ends with it. It opens with Jesus speaking to His disciples of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). At the end of the book we find the apostle Paul under house arrest in Rome, receiving visitors and preaching the kingdom of God (Acts 28:31). In the thirty years in between we see a motley bunch, transformed by the Holy Spirit and given a mission by that same Spirit to advance the kingdom through witnessing to Jesus’ death and resurrection.
You are part of the world-wide advance of God’s kingdom. Everywhere you go, the Holy Spirit is with you.  The Spirit within you moves you to call the Creator of the Universe your “Daddy.” And to talk to Him as a little child would talk to their dear Father. You are praying for someone who is on your heart. Begging, pleading, arguing for God’s help on their behalf. And every day the Spirit within you moves you to do good – to love one another. On this Mother’s Day, I want to remember that it was my Mom’s love that brought and kept me in Christ. Every day the Spirit within you will give you opportunities to witness to others. And, as St. Francis said, “Preach the Gospel at all times. If necessary, use words.”  And because of you and billions of Spirited people like you, every day the kingdom of God grows by 70,000. 10,000 every day in China alone. So get out there and let the Spirit of Christ have his way with you. When you do, we will say, That’s the Spirit!
