Acts 1.1
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach.

The Gospel of Luke tells “about all that Jesus began to do and to teach” until His ascension. (Acts 1:10) Acts picks up the Jesus story after His resurrection and carries it forward about thirty years, tracing the spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem to Rome through the small group of believers He left behind. 

Luke refuses to write The End at the end of his story of the life of Jesus. 
The first verse of the Acts discloses the object of Luke’s second writing. The emphasis is certainly to be placed upon the word began, showing that now we are to trace the further activity of Christ from a point at which Luke’s Gospel leaves it. 

Winston Churchill, speaking in the British House of Commons on the North African victory, sought to curb the too easy optimism of the hour by saying, “This is not the end; it is not even the beginning of the end: it may be the end of the beginning.”
That is what the Cross and Open Tomb are – “The end of the beginning,” a completion that opened the way for vast operations. The divine processes of these two thousand years are the continuing work of Jesus. 
If Luke had given us his explosive second book a title, it might have been something like, “The Continuing Work of Jesus” or “More Proof Jesus is Alive” or “You Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Yet!” The Gospel of Luke began the Jesus’ story. Acts tells us more of the story. And the story is still being written in the lives of Christ’s followers today. 

The superstar is Jesus. He is the main actor in every scene. And if we do not see Him on the stage we can be sure He is directing the action.  
In the Book of Acts as well as today, the Holy Spirit is the Continuer of Jesus’ work. The apostles attributed their transformation of life and outlook to the gift and activity of the Holy Spirit. Even though Jesus is no longer on earth in the flesh, His presence might be known, His power experienced, and His work carried on through the agency of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus in Acts has the same purpose, mission, and mode of operation as Jesus in the Gospels. The difference? He is no longer limited to a single human body, one location at a time, one voice, or the actions of a single person.

You are joined to Jesus’ death and resurrection in your Baptism. The living LORD Jesus comes into you through Holy Communion. So that Paul can boldly proclaim that Christ is in you. 
In Galatians 2, Paul writes, “I have been crucified with Christ and it no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.” And in Colossians 1, Paul speaks of the mystery of God that the Gentiles would become full participants of the new Israel, experiencing Christ in them, the hope of glory. 
Christ Jesus is the One who rose from the dead to give me LIFE and to give LIFE to the world. 

So, even at the end of the Book of Acts, the story of Jesus continues in the church today and in each one of us. And greater is the One who is in you than the one who is in the world. (1 John 4.4) Christ is leading us and empowering us to give LIFE to the world. 
